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QUID PRO QUO > JERE KEYS, OUT & EGLAL WORKFLACE ADVOCATES

Ol af iy favarile gquobes From Martin L
ther King, Jr. zays, “Injustice anywhere is
a threat fo justice everywhire” Thoese are
wiprds [ have tried bo live by over my 10 years
a= a queer ackivist, and rarely have they nung
mware brue than in recent weeks

| eomsdir mondissrirmamation legislation te
b the st impertant B Bacing our oom-
munily baday. Moere important than marriage
eqquality, mare imporiant Lhan hate crime leg-
idation, moere impartant than military ser-
vice, Why? Because | think that anly a society
that says—as a maller of law ard a= a general
cultural value—it's nol skay to discriminabe
againal somecne based on their soosal o
enbaticn o gender identity can achive Hhoss:
ather goals.

Earlier this vear, Bamey Frank and other
compressonal leaders iiroduced the Em-
ploviment Mon-Diserimination Act of 2000
Aldthough the newest version of legislation
was weaker in some respects than past ver-
apsna (s are didn't inclesde mon-ciserim-
nabico in beongs g, [ u-umplr:l,. 1§ alsis took a
huge step forward by including gender iden
tily for the first time, ENEML as introduoced
hi= vear, would have profected transgender
peaple fram dizcrimination.

| was averjoyed. Throughout my career
a= an aclivizt, | have always dare my baest
i peach ot b The franagender community,
e ke inclusive and supportive. | know |
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HOW | CAME
TO OPPOSE
BARNEY FRANK'S

ENDA

haven't been perfect in that regard, but I've
learmed a lod along the way. | began kobby-
ing my elected efficials o support the bill
amd begged my friends and family swhe
dan't live in San Francisco 1o do the same
in their districl=.

At the end of Septembier, a2 | was invalyved
i producing the annual Cut & Equal Work-
place Sumimit, a conference all about LGET
eqquality in the workplace, we got word thal
Barmey Frank and sther congrissional lead-
ers wanled o remeve gender dentity From
EXD4 because there were nol enough viles
o support pazsage of the fully inclusive ver-
ajon. | was devastated, as wire my ool kagues
ane mary of the 2800 other professianals at-
tending the Summit.

What, | woendered, would [ =ay to my co-
worker Zander of | comtinued b support
EME withaul protections for tansgender
people? How could [ =it in board meslings
with Amanda, or commillee meetings with
Lot o Brenmma, and ok them in the aye?
What apalogy could T make toomy former
paztor, Bev. Sean? Ard how could | respect
mysell when | went back 1o my prolessional
anel valunteer efforts and tokd the handreds
af transgender peaple 1 have interacied with
aver the vears Lthal I'm sorry, sticking up for
them wan'l politically conveniert?

iy, the chaice was simple, Like many of
thi so-called “ideslagical purists” thal jeimed

the United EMDA coalition, | could no bnger
aupport amcthing less than a fully inclusive
bnll, S taking that stard, s kabbying
comgress for pothing less than a transgender
inclusive EMEEA, I've been called a “liberal
elite™ “unrealistic™ “a sheltered activist” and
“ sl k™ e been called thise things by
frieid= and colleagues in the movement and
by ancmymeas interme trolls,

| dan’t disrespect these who lake a more
pragmatic view and =ay we should take
what wie can get, | very much respect Con-
gressman Barney Frank for his history and
leadership, even though we disagree on
this i==ue.

By the tirme this artiche sees print, we'll
knowe whether o mol Bhe Baldwin Amend-
me=nt fr HLE. 3685 ha= restored gender iden
tity b the BHIL 1 hope we'll win this Gght, but
i might nist,

Either way, r'n.1}'|:-.~ I hawe sorme sta rr:,'-n."_,'ni
idealizm about equality. S0 whal® The meul
time L or hurdreds of other LGBT commu-
mity beaclers, wrile "ranagender™ i aur mis-
aion katements oF talk about diversily aind
respect for all people, we'll Enow that our ac
tians speak as loud as our words, @

Tere Reys. formes editor of Las Vegas Bugle
ard (NWegas, wmorks for O & Eqund Workpdaee
Adzorates gwd cirrently fioes iw Ser Frcraon.
i frdm onfeng b Brtas ek gE 0,
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